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: EVOLVING years, returning ſeaſons, 
nero moons and ſabbaths, have each 
Heir improvement. Contemplated aright, they 
have voices crying in this wilderneſs of in — 
man! thou art mortal, Prepare to meet thy. 
(God, | 


But alas! in vain to many of us, do weeks, 
months, and years roll on: whirled in Plea- 
ſure's giddy round, or entrenched in Infide- 
lity's deep holds; though grey hat;'s are upon 
men, they know it not; and though our bre- 
tren die daily around us, no man taketh it 
to heart. 


23 EF 


3 

convinced of this, the Author of the follow- 
ing Diſcourſe cannot but ihink iu 15 his duly 
frequently to remind ſus hearers of that im- 
portant period, when ſmall and great ſhall 
ſtand before the Judgment Seat of Cirift.— 
The beginning of a new year appears to him 
peculiarly umpreſſive. He therefore embraced 
the opportunity, while diſcourſing on tlie pa- 
rable of the Prodigal, of remanding and ex- 
horting thoſe who have hitherto neglected fo 
great a ſalvation, lo return immeadately to 
ther heaventy Father. 


To ſecond in ſome meoſure the admonition 
of the pulpit, this ſermon 1s ſent from the 


preſs; as @ compoſition it claims every indul- 


gence ſrom the Reader. Much, too, 1s omitted 
bot, un the practical and ſpiritual ſenſe, as 
writers on the ſubject, and commentators, are 
mm almoſt every perſon's hands, and which 
adeled now might weary the pattence of the 

Reader. 


6 
Reader. It is therefore offered in its plaineſl 
dreſs, that we may remember the vows of 
God are upon us.—And would to God that 
0 may anſwer its end. Remember, Reader, 
the awful moment flumbers not :—how we have 
heard, how we have reſolved, how we have 
fulfilled theſe reſolutions, we muſt anſwer for. 
God grant tat our prividedges and knowledge 
may not Tiſe up againſt us at the laſt day. 
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A SERMON, &c. 


Lok xv. 19. 


And not many days after the younger ſon = 
gathered all together, and took his journey 
nto a far country. 


UR bleſſed Saviour, who ſpake as 
never man ſþake*, in this beautiful pa- 
rable, ſet before his hearers the fatal conſe- 


quence of vice on the one hand, and the 


grace and mercy of God on the other:—to 
illuſtrate theſe two particulars ſhall be the 
principal buſineſs of this diſcourſe. 


And firſt, I intend conſidering the cha- 
racter of the Prodigal, following him in his 
journey into a far country. 


Secondly, 1 would conſider the parable as 


repreſenting ſinners in a ſtate of alienation 


* John vii. 46. 5 
| rom 


0 
from God, and I would apply the whole as 
ſuited to the prelſent ſcalon, and as holding 
out to all the ſtrongeſt encouragement to re- 
turn to their heavenly Father. 


The motivewhich firſt induced the younger F 
ſon to leave the threſhold of an affectionate 3 
father, is not expreſily mentioned in holy 
writ: we are informed, however, that it was 
made at a ſeaſon in liſe when the reaſon is 
weak, and the paſſions are ſtrong; when ( 
great preſumption is ſrequently united to lit- 
tle capacity: hence we may collect that, 
weary of reſtraint, and tired of ſubmitting to 
the regularity of his father's family, he longed 
to be maſter himlelt; he longed to hve wich- 
out controul, and riot without reſtriction, 


The prophet Jeremzah had pronounced, 
that it is good fora man to bear the yoke in 
his youth“. But vain were the precepts of 
Jeremiah; contemned were the inſtructions 
of a tender parent ; he had reſolved on his 
Plan, whatever might be tlie conſequence, 


One 


„ 
One can ſcarce help exclaiming at this early 
period of inveſtigation, Sin, 1 haſt thou 
done? when we behold a happy family ſinking 
into the bitterneſs of woe: This alſo the great 
enemy of mankind beheld;—he ſaw this hap- 
py family whoſe life was joy; whoſe ſervice 
was gratitude ; he ſees to honoured age, filial 
duty; to hoary wiſdom, reverential awe: he 
ſees, he rages ! he determines, if poſſible, it 
ſhall ceaſe. Parent! thou art blefled no 
longer; the demon has poſſeſſed thy child 
already rebellious pride and odious luſt diſ- 
tract his mind, diſturb his ſoul; he once 
dutiful, is now aſſuming! he claims his patri- 
mony :—'Tis not for charity he aſks, tis not 
for uſefulneis he ſolicits; but rudely and 
unreaſonably he demands it: Even profeſ- 
ſions, the temporary eaſe to pain; even equi- 
vocation, the laſt ſtruggle of departing virtue, 
are wanting. 


ce The account before us is ſhort (ſays an 
elegant pathetic writer“) the intereſting and 
allecting paſſages with which ſuch a tranſac- 


# Sterne on the text, 
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( 
tion muſt neceſſarily be connected, are left 

to be ſupplied by the heart. The flory is 
ſilent, but nature is not. Much kind advice, 
and many a tender expoſtulation, would fall 
from his father's lips, no doubt, on this oc- 
caſion. He would diſſuade his ſon from the 
folly of ſo raſh an enterprize, by ſhewing him 
the dangers of the journey, the inexperience 
of his age, the hazards his life, his fortune 
would run, without a guide, without a friend: 
he would tell him of the many ſnares and 
temptations which he had to avoid or en- 
counter at every ſtep; the pleaſures that 
would ſollicit him in every luxurious court, 
and the little knowledge he would gain, ex- 
cept of evil: He would ſpeak of the ſnare 
of the harlot, of their charms, their poiſons; | 
what hapleſs indulgences he might give way 
to when far from reſtraint and the check of 
giving his father pain. The diſſuaſive would 
but inflame his deſire. He gathers all toge- 
ther. I ſee the picture of his departure, the 
camels and aſſes laden with his ſubſtance, de- 
tached on one ſide of the piece, and already 


on the way: the prodigal ſon, ſtanding with 
| a forced 


EW] 

a forced ſedateneſs, ſtruggling againſt the 
fluttering movement of joy, upon his deli- 
verance from reſtraint: the elder brother 
holding his hand, as if unwilling to let it go: 
the father ſad moment! with a firm look, 
covering a prophetic ſentiment, that “ all 
would not go well with his child!” approach- 
ing to embrace him and bid him adieu! 
art thou flying from whas a ſhelter art 
thou going forth into the bitterleſs ſtorm ?— 
Why art thou weary of a father's affections, 
or injured by a father's care? Or hopeſt 
thou to find a warmer intereſt in a land of 
ſtrangers, where youth are made a prey, and 
thouſands hve by their ſports?” 


Probably at this moment truth would have 
prevailed and affection triumphed, had the 
prodigal ſeriouſly and impartially reflected; 

bat his rebellion now had enlarged itſelf above 
_ meaſure: Conſiſtency too, was to be regarded; 
conſiſtency, the ready handmaid of truth, 
was to be engaged in the ſervice of fin.— 


Have you proceeded thus far, would the 
de- 


( 82 

deceiver ſay, and do you now think of draw- 
ing back? What, would you become the 
laughter of your gay companions, and the 
contempt of the whole world! So danger- 
ous is it to give place to the wicked one *, ſo 
difficult it is to return to the forſaken paths 
of virtue. Certain it is, that many from this 
circumſtance, fearing the ridicule of men 
more than the approbation of God; have 
continued in fin even when its pleaſures were 
flown; and thus have been loit for ever. 


It may be aſked, What could the Prodigal 
at any time diſcover in his new purſuit that 
could fo mightily prevail over forcible argu- 
ments and affectionate advice? What plea- 
ſures could preſent themſelves in a diſtant 
country, preferable to ſolid peace and do- 


meſtic enjoyments? 


I anſwer, the pleaſures of ſin.— The enemy 
who had ſaid to Jelus, Al theſe will give 
thee of iNou wilt fall down and worſhip me F, 


no doubt, decked Folly in her gaudy plumes, 


* Ephi, iv. 27, Matt. iv. 9. Luke iv. 7. 


and 


( 45. + 


and ſhewed Senſuality with her luxuriant 
train: he ſaw the midnight revels and the 
coſtly board; already in imagination he had 
entered the temples of luxury, and repoſed 
on the bed of magnificence: he had crown- 
ed himſelf with roſe-buds, and his heart 
leaped lo the found of the wot : —He ſaw 
the fair troop in gems and wanton dreſs, and 
to theſe he yielded all his virtue, and con- 
ſigned his foul. He beheld theſe things, and 
mich more than we would wiſh to conceive; 
but he ſaw not what ſhould be ever in view 
that the end of theſe things is death * 
= ; 

Would that our ſenſual Be//hazzars, who 
carouſe away whole nights, who are mighty 
to drink wine, and mingle flrong drink; and 
who wait for the morning that it may be 
even as the time that is paſt; would that they 
might ſee beyond the mere ſurſace of things ; 
that they would rellect on the wrath they are 
living uþ againſt a day of recompence: that 
they would think of the torments even um Z/zs - 


* Rom, vi. 21. 


life 


( 216 ) 


life when laid on the bed of ſickneſs, in the 
pains of death, 


But we mult keep the prodigal in our text 
in view. We are informed that he travelled 
to a /ar country. See him there ſecure from 
interruption, ſtrengthening himſelf in wicked- 
neſs, as led by fancy or directed by appetite, 
like a great Leviathan that ſporteth in the 
Waters. 


The peaſures of fin, however, are but for 

a ſeaſon, and in the end they bite as an adder; 
his ſubſtance waſted, the friends who before 
were, no doubt, full of profeſſions of affec- 
tion, forſook him; perhaps they reproached 
lim too! He was Jeit a prey to his own 
thoughts. Riot and debauchery now ap- 
peared to him ſtripped of their flimſy guiſe, 
and were viewed in their native deſormity,— 
The heat and ardour of youth no longer ani- 
mated his courage, and inflamed his paſſions; 
it had been waſted in voluptuouſneſs, and 
conſumed by exceſs; and if there remained 
any ſpirit, it was torpid by chilling poverty 
and 


(1 
and ſad diſeaſe, The prodigal is no longer 
the gay, the bold, the aſluming:—he is now 
dull, fearful, humble. No longer the ſelf. 
_ willed, conceited fool; but the enquiring 
diſtreſſed ſcholar, in the ſchool of adverſity: 


that ſchool which has taught many of us a 


uſeful leſſon. 


His reflections began with comparing his 
preſent troubles with the pleaſures of a vir- 
tuous life: Ih, led him to exemplary repent- 
ance. Ile aroſe, he went to lus father. He 
before had ſervanis and beaſts of burthen 
under him; he now returns a beaſt himſelf in 
| bis own eyes, weary and heavy laden with 
fin; he before ſwiftly had rode along the 
plain, now he drags heavily : his journey 
brought, every ſtep, freſh recollection of paſt 
folly ; it was tedious as the recounting of his 
guilt, and painful as the ſufferings of poverty 
could well make it ; but he returns at laſt; 
He comes, he ſays, FATHER I HAVE SINNED! 
And oh my brethren, fathers rather, ſay from 
your hearts the love you bear for a loſt child! 


With the good parent 1n the text I know you 
| © would 
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3 ) 
would bring forth the beft robe®. My ſon, my 
fon was dead and is alive again, was loſt and 


20 found. 


Thus have we attempted, though imper- 
fectly, to follow this prodigal in our imagi- 
nation. I ſay in the zmagenalion ; for the re- 
ality of ſuch a ſituation what fancy can con- 
ceive, what language can deſcribe? Truth 
nere cannot be ſurpaſſed in deſcription, nor 
can the feelings of the heart be tranſcribed 
on the lettered page. 


But ſhall we flop here? ſhall we here ſet 
Iimits to enquiry, and boundaries to improve— 
ment; Certainly not? Let us conſider it there- 
fore, 2d l/, As repreſenting ſinners in a ſtate 
of altenation from God. And here, my bre- 
thren, let us be juſt to ourſelves, know our. 
natural ſlate, learn to feel, and dare to think. 
We, my brethren , are naturally ꝓrodigals; the 
wiſhes of the belt are too fr equently thoſe of 
abſence ſrom God; our ſituation, too fre- 
quently, diſtance from his kingdom: in the 

| Tu renn 0 S οτνο . 


Cm 
progreſs of ſin, and where alas is purity ! we 
wander from our home, fall from our firſt 
love, go about ſeeking peace in the land of 


Terrors, ſeeking comfort in the ſnadow of 


death. Tis God's grace then that enables 


us to return. Tis his mercy that receives us 


returning; by the father, therefore, we un- 
derſtand the Lord Jehovah, the great father 


of his people, ho out of his abundance ſup- 


plies our wants, and of his merey heals our 
inſirmities; and by the two ons, the two 
different {ſorts of men in the world; thoſe who 
bleſſed with grace have retained their fidelity; 
and thoſe who, wild as Yeſhurun, have de- 
ſpiſed the gifts of God's ſpirit, and rejected 
the inſtructions of thoſe who would lead them 
to bleſſedneſs: In 2 word all are Hrodigals 
who live unrighteouſly®, 


I admit that our bleſſed Saviour, in this parable, might 
have in view the Zzws and the Genliles, and the murmuring 
of the former, on account of the goſpel being preached to 
the latter (ſeg Acts xiii. 42. 1 Theſſ. ii. 16). This (ſays Dr. 
Doddridge) was a caſe comprehended in ou Lord's deſign ; 
but he undoubtedly had ſomething more in his intention. 


C 2 The 
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The younger ſon having got his portion, 
ſoon commences his journey. He was in great 
haſte, not many days; and thus it is with ſin- 
; ners, they immediately purſue ; they wait not 
1 for conſideration, but go on, and though 
Faint in their wickedneſs are yet purſumg : 

they ſay to God, depart from us, we will 

have none of thy ways. 


The hrodigal gels into a far country.—So 
N do ſinners, they depart from God as far as 
TH ever they can; they fly from the enjoyments 
| of a ſpiritual life, from meeting their God in 
prayer or praiſe; and take their aboce in this 
| finful world: this is their abiding place; to 
Wh. awell in Meſech is their delight: here Riot 
if confounds with her din, and Senſuality ftupi- 
nes with her draughts. Thus the fear of 
God being removed; his ordinances ſlighted, 
Ii and his miniſters deipiſed ; he runs like the 
i ox to the ſlaughter; he revels in profiiczcy, 
blunts his conſcience, and confounds every I 
diſtinction of good and cdl. 
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The N waſtes his ſubſtance with 
riotous living : ſo it is with ſinners, con- 
victions weaken, fear is leſs powerful. The 
oil in the lamp is decaying; he, who in the 
firſt part of his career might feel ſome checks, 
ſoon loſes them ; conſcience 1s no longer a 
faithful monitor, but a treacherous accom- 


plice. 


But a ſtate of ſin is a ſtate of want; the 
prodigal had left the land flowmg with milk 
and honey, he had no longer oi to give him 
a chearful countenance, nor wine to glad his 
heart : they who flow to Zion, ſhall go on 
with ſinging and everlaſting joy, 3 their 
ſouls ſhall be as a watered garden: but the 
waters of life, low not here! Sinners labour 
for meat, but it is ſor that which ſatisfies not; 
they neither ſuit their nature, fulfil their de 
lires, nor ſupply their wants. 


At length however he refolved what to do, 


he aroſe and went to fis father; we find his 


reception was gracious; the father knowing 
his heart, expreſſed his kindneſs before the 
cg: = 7 fon 
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ſon teſtified his repentance : our heavenly 


_ Father too, prevents us in all our doings with 
his molt gracious favour, and furthers us with 


his continual help; thoſe things which for 
our blindneſs we cannot aſk, he vouchſafes to 
give us*, 


The time will not permit me to purſue the 
parallel any farther. It will be obvious in many 
inſtances to thoſe who read the parable with 


attention. I ſhall therefore draw to a con- 


cluſion, by recommending it firſt in a particu- 

lar manner as a practical admonition to the 

younger part of the congregation, And 

ſecondly, as deſerving the ſerious attention of 

all on th day, when by the bleſſing of God, 
'e have entered upon another year. 


* © Here were eyes of mercy (fays the pious Henry) and 
& thoſe quick-ſighted; when he was yet a great way of, his 
& father ſau him. Here were bowels of mercy, and thoſe 


© bowels turning within him, and yearning at the ſight of 


% his ſon; he had compaſſton. Here were feet of mercy, 
and thoſe quick-paced; he ran. Here were arms of 
& mercy, and thoſe arms ſtretched out to embrace him , 
& he fell on hes neck. Here are lips of mercy; he kyfed nm,” 


And 


dee Kenry's Comment. 


( 8 } 

And firſt to my young friends; but ſurely 
the taſk is needleſs ? Can your tender hearts 
be harder than the beaſt that penſhes : ſhall 
the dark child of the untutored Indian riſe up 
againſt the beauteous offspring of this en- 
lightened iſle? Forbid it religion! forbid it 
humanity! You cannot I am ſure with the 
prodigat forſake your parents: Honour, re- 
verence, and love, 1s the leaſt that can be 
offered in return for that immenſe debt 
winch you can never pay, for it you can 
never fully know! Oft has the tender pa- 
rent nightly watching tended your deience- 
lels bed: often thinking on your tuture lite, 
has the ſtruggling tear forced its way down 
the afflicted mother's cheek, while you ſmiled 
ignorant of danger, and inſenſible of woe: 
for you your parents have riſen early, and 


late taken reſt, to ſecure you from the calls 


of want and the oppreſſion of the world; nay 
often have they deprived themſelves of the 
comforts of life, that their (tle ones might 
rejoice; while their prayers have aſcended 
the throne of God, that whatever befell them 

| 624 _ * you 


L265): 
you might proſper. O that Iſhmael night 


live before thee ! 


Bcholding then from the example of the 
prodigal the temptations and danger of fin, 
and from the bleſſing of ſon thou art ever 


ro: me, and all I have ts thine, conferred on 


the elder brother, how God honours and 


_ approves of early piety and duty to parents; 


how mult it rejoice you at the opportunities 
allorded (and to ſeveral particularly at this 


ſeaſon) of teſtifying your aflection. What 


comfort will it give hereafter, to think that 
you have been enabled to relieve the languor 
of fiekneſs, or to ſupport the infirmity of age; 
that you have afforded conſolation to their 
drooping ſpirits, and adminiſtered ſtrength by 


your ſupporting aid. 


This too will give the greateſt comfort at 


that ling moment, when death ſhall ſepa- 
rate you from them : when the neareſt rela- 
tion, [hall be diffolved ; and theſe hearts that 

re now linked in the cloſeſt union ſhall be 
torn aſunder; and to the cold grave ſhall be 
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45 ] 
committed the remains of every thing once 
dear, lively, and valuable. 


And now my brethren to apply the whole 
to every perion 1 in the prelence of God this 
day : Though it is true I have led you to the 
land of the ſhadow of death, I would not leave 
you there. No! bleſſed be God in the valley 


of Achor is the door of hope. It is therefore 
the end. It is the privilege of our miniſtry, 
and God knows it is the joy of my heart, to 


ſet before you a once cruciſied but now ex- 
alted Jeſus, as able and wilting to ſave to the 
utlermoſt all who come to ham by faith : I would 
at this time diſſipate every fear, by leading 
you to contemplate the ſtupendous love of 
God, in ſending his Son to redeem us while 
we were ſinners, that “ we being regenerate 
„and made his children by adoption and 
85 ME: might be renewed in the ſame image; 

ad i} engl 1ened more and more in the inner 


man. A of thele ſlew years allotted to 
the life of man, is now concluded. To a philo- 


5 or a politician, theſe W afford 
atter of conten 8 and review; he will in 


his 


„ 


his mind range armies, balance kingdoms, 
form revolutions, and anticipate events. And 
ſhall a Chriſtian ſlumber in ſtupid apatry ? 
Shall He, whoſe view is eternity, whole city 
is the New Jeruſalem, wiiovſe maſter is the 
King of Kings be indifferent ? Shall he be 
thus ward: in liſe and ignorant of his 
deſtination? Shall he who is liable every 
hour to be called to the judgment bar be un- 


1 
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prepared? Shall he whole ſingle fate out. 
weighs all created glories, trifle his time Witig 


baubles, graſp at unſubſlantial viſions, and 
loſe that ſoul which worlds want wealth to 
buy? Would the ceaſing to ſpeak on death 
and judgment to come, lull the grim tyrant 
in repoſe, or ſtop the flight of time, far would 
it be from me to snes a ſubject, always 
awful, if not unpleaſant : but when on this 
day I look back on the paſt year; when I ſee 
_ fo many who entered it with ardour now 
breathleſs on the plain; when TI think of the 
projects they had formed, and the reſolu- 
tions, perhaps reſolutions of repentance they 


had 
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had made; when I know too the many 
ſchemes we have all before us, many per- 
haps without ſo much as ſaying f the Lord 
zwill; when I look forward and know ac- 
cording to all probability that ere the great 
clock of time ſhall have ſtruck again, many 
of thoſe who hear me this day ſhall have 
reured from the buſy ſcenes of life, have re- 
tired too, infinitely bleſſed, or infinitely miſe- 
rable; and that FOR EVER: knowing theſe 
terrors of the Lord J mult perſuade men; I 
cannot therefore but ſeriouily exhort you, 
as you value your 1mmortal fouls, as you 
hope for the joys of heaven, or fear the 
pains of hell, to reſolve, by the grace of God, 
(if you have kitherto delayed it) on leading a 
new hte. Build not on a vam foundation, 
let no fond hope delude, or idle dream de- 
cove: youth is no exemption, a good con- 
ſtitution is no ſecurity, Think, oh think of 
the long ſuffering and goodnels of God, who 
has ipared you to another year, as leading 
you to repentance : and deſpiſe not the mercy 
ofiered, He who gives pardon to the peni- 

Lent 


( 28 ) 
tent {ſaid one of the fathers) may not always 
give to-morrow to the negligent. Soon the 
' meſſage may be ſent to the moſt healthy, to 
the moſt vigorous in this congregation ; Thy 
tame ſhall be no more! Cloſed may be the eyes 
that now ſparkle with brightneſs, unſtrung 
may be the nervous arm, and the eloquent 
tongug may be dumb for ever! 


Let us then, preſent our bodies d living ſa- 
criſice, holy, acceptable unto God, which ts 
our reaſonable ſervice, Let this be the year 
Jubilee; the acceptable year of the Lord: 
ſufficient is the fe paſt for neglett ; other 
maſters may have ia dommion over us, but 
now wit we ſerve thee. 


May ſuch be the language of your hearts! 
and may 1t pleale the Spirit of Grace to 
ſtrengthen our reſolutions, to perfect our 
repentance, and to confirm our hope : Thus 
Iwing, and thus dying if it pleaſes the Moſt 
High to ſpare us yet another year, we ſhall 
again with joy repeat his praiſe; on the other 


hand 


EE. 
hand ſhould we be removed to where ſuns 
{hall riſe and ſet no more: our fleſh will reſt 
in hope of the happy reſurrection to eternal 
life; through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hall 
change our vile body, that it may be ike unto 
ts glorious body, according to the mighty 
Workmg whereby he ts able to ſubdue all 
tungs to lumſelf. 
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